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Development at Ludlow Mills continues in 2021 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


LUDLOW MILLS — Things 
are looking promising for Lud- 
low Mills in 2021, according to 
Jeff Daley, CEO of Westmass 
Area Development Corporation. 

Daley have recently reached 
an agreement with real estate 
development company WINN- 
Development, which is working 
toward acquiring Mill 8 and pre- 
viously established housing op- 
portunities in Mill 10. 

“We would keep the first 
four [mills] for commercial use 
and they would purchase the 
second, third and fourth floor for 
residential,’ said Daley. “We’re 
looking forward to executing 
that deal with that. Hopefully 
in 2021, we’ll see movement on 
that.” 


Please see LUDLOW MILLS 
Page 4 
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Despite the pandemic, progress has moved forward on the Ludlow Mills redevelopment and more is 


expected in 2021. 





Ludlow Police drive 
collects over a ton of food 





| Turley Publications staff photo by Jonah Snowden 


More than a ton of food collected by the Ludlow P.D. was dropped off 
to Open Pantry Community Services in Springfield, for which which 
Executive Director Terry Maxey (far left) was grateful. 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


LUDLOW — The Ludlow Po- 
lice Department hosted its first 
annual Christmas Food Drive re- 
cently and collected more than a 
ton of food for Open Pantry Com- 
munity Services in Springfield. 

From 8 a.m. to | p.m. the po- 
lice department collected a va- 
riety of food, from produce to 
canned goods and more, from 
people who didn’t leave their ve- 


hicles to minimize contact during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. In all, 
2,671 pounds of food was donat- 
ed and delivered to Open Pantry 
later that afternoon. 

Ludlow Police Chief Daniel 
Valadas said the food drive was 
put together because he wanted to 
do something “community based” 
around Christmastime. 

“We couldn’t hold an open 
house because of COVID-19 and 


Please see FOOD DRIVE, Page 5 





. apse cS 
Courtesy photo 


LUDLOW — Just as students at St. John the Baptist School were 
getting picked up in the school’s car line, ol’ Santa Claus made a 
surprise appearance. He wished all of the students, teachers and 
parents a very “Merry Christmas!” 





Green Insurance spreads cheer to local not-for-profits 


REGION — Every year 
since they launched Richard 
R. Green Insurance Agency in 
2005, Green and his wife Mar- 
cia would collect toys and do- 
nate them, along with a match- 
ing cash donation, to Toys for 
tots and Soldier On. 

But that was in pre-CODID 
times. 

Like just about everything 


else in 2020, traditions had to 
take a back seat to health proto- 
cols and tricky logistics. Instead 
of the toy drive, the Greens, 
who have offices in Monson and 
Hampden, decided to spread 
Christmas cheer by making 
cash donations to local organi- 
zations in need. As Christmas 
approached, they helped the not- 
for-profits close out their 2020 


books with a little greener lin- 
ing. 

The Monson Senior Center 
received $500; $250 was donat- 
ed to the Make-a-Wish Foun- 
dation; and  Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen in Chicopee has an ex- 
tra $600 to help feed local resi- 
dents in need. 

“We want to thank our cus- 
tomers and staff for their sup- 


port and wish everyone a happi- 
er 2021,’ Richard Green wrote 
in an email. 

Asked how the _ recipients 
were chosen, he said each one 
had a specific connection to the 
agency. 

“The Monson Senior Cen- 


Please see GREEN IDONATIONS, 
Page 7 
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Wreath ceremony held in honor of Marine Sgt. dienes D. Desforses 





Sie ahates 


Family and friends of the late Marine Sgt. Joshua D. Desforges of Ludlow gathered 
last week to honor his memory. Sgt. Desforges was killed in combat in Afghanistan in 


2010. 


LUDLOW — A special wreath lay- 
ing ceremony was held in honor of a lo- 
cal fallen hero last week. 

Friends and family of the late Ma- 
rine Sgt. Joshua D. Desforges of Ludlow, 
who was killed in action in 2010 while 
serving in Afghanistan, gathered to pay 
their respects. The ceremony was held at 
Town Hall and the Desforges Memorial 
behind Ludlow High School. 

Sgt. Desforges, assigned to Ist Bat- 





talion, 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine 
Division, If Marine Expeditionary Force, 
was one of two Marines killed that day 
while supporting combat operations in 
Helmand province. He was 23. 

Since his death, local residents have 
continuously honored his legacy with an- 
nual events and lasting tributes, such as a 
Ludlow High School scholarship fund in 
the name of Sgt. Desforges. Over a doz- 
en college-bound LHS seniors receive 


—_——- 


scholarship awards annually. 

The Ludlow Police Department holds 
an annual The Sgt. Joshua D. Desforg- 
es Walk/Run Challenge fundraiser. Ac- 
cording to the department’s website, 
“The award is very unique in that it isn’t 
awarded for athletics, academics, or even 
for a student who is planning to join the 
military. The award is given to a student 
of Ludlow High school who is planning 
to follow their dream, just like Josh did 
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when he joined the Marines. Every year 
since the inception of the award, thou- 
sands of dollars have been awarded to 
Ludlow High School Seniors.” 

Newly-elected state Rep. Jake Ol- 
Iveira, a classmate of Sgt. Desforges, 
and Ludlow Selectman Derek DeBarge 
helped organize last week’s memorial, 
which was attended by the late Marine’s 
mother and grandmother. 


Happy Retirement, 
Gregory Bell! 


With thanks and gratitude for 36 years 
of service to Thompson & Bell, 
Gove Law Of fice, and all of our clients. 


Gove Law Office is a full service law firm focusing on estate planning 
and administration, real estate transactions, business representation, 
and family law. We are responsive to your needs, efficient with your 


time, and committed to solving your legal problems. 


Legal solutions for life. 


GOVE LAW OFFICE 


Northampton | Ludlow | Sturbridge 
(413) 583-5196 | www.govelawoffice.com ff RVR in) 
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The Ludlow Novice Hockey 
teams received a surprise 
visit from Santa a couple of 
days before Christmas. The 
big fella hit the ice with the 
young athletes at Blunt Park 
early in the week and came 
back to skate with the Mites 
on Christmas Eve. Word 

has it Santa was on a last- 
minute “naughty or nice” 
surveillance mission and 
after making sure there was 
no checking or icing, put 
everyone on the “nice” list. 


SANTA ON ICE 
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Sarah Sutcliffe submitted this photo of her daughter Chloe 


Paro, 9, with her cat, Kitty. Each week we showcase read- 
ers’ pets here. Is your fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, lizard, 
horse, bird, mouse...you get the point. Is there a pet you’re 
fostering and trying to re-home? All pets are welcome! Email 
a high-resolution jpg of your pet with a little information to 
mharrison @turley.com. 


$1 billion to bolster unemployment fund, aid employers proposed 


BOSTON — Legislation 
was filed by Gov. Charlie Bak- 
er’s office last week aimed at 
keeping the state’s Unemploy- 
ment Insurance Trust Fund sol- 
vent and easing the tax burden 
on employers whose contribu- 
tions fuel the fund. 

The proposal also seeks to 
lower the costs of servicing 
the Commonwealth’s debt with 
the federal government. If ap- 
proved by the legislature, the 
measure would “provide an 
estimated $1.3 billion in un- 
employment insurance relief to 
the Commonwealth’s employ- 
ers Over two years,” according 
to a news release from Baker’s 
office. 

The main provisions of the 
legislation include a two-year 
freeze on the scheduled in- 
crease in employer contribu- 
tions from a per-employee av- 
erage of $539 to $866. It also 
authorizes he issuance of spe- 
cial obligation bonds to re-pay 
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federal advances. 

“In order to fund the un- 
precedented increases in de- 
mand on the unemployment 
system in Massachusetts as a 
result of COVID-19, the Com- 
monwealth has received feder- 
al cash advances,” the release 
from Baker’s office states. 

“Through the issuance of 
bonds, the Commonwealth will 
be able to ensure positive trust 
fund solvency to enable the 
continued payment of benefits. 
The utilization of capital mar- 
kets also allows Massachusetts 
to avoid paying punitive federal 
tax increases on employers re- 
gardless of their experience rat- 
ing if federal advances are not 
repaid by November of 2022. 
Bonds issued will be supported 
by an unemployment obliga- 
tion assessment and will not be 
general obligations of the Com- 
monwealth.” 

State Sen. Eric Lesser said 
he looks forward to finding 


from Edward Jones, Your Branch Team 
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Estate Planning 
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e Power of Attorney 

¢ Health Care Proxy 

¢ Life Estates 

¢ Declaration of Homestead 
(413) 610-1122 © Fax: (413) 610-1126 


77 Winsor St., Unit 202, Ludlow 
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solutions that aid both employ- 
ers and workers who are suffer- 
ing because of the pandemic. 

“The COVID-19 epidemic 
triggered waves of layoffs and 
financial hardship, especially 
for our small businesses and 
their employees,’ Lesser said 
last week. 

“Our unemployment _ in- 
Surance system was support- 
ing over 1 million people at 
the pandemic’s height, and we 
continue to face historically 
high jobless rates. Since the 
pandemic began this spring, 
the Legislature has taken many 
steps to support impacted busi- 
nesses and families, including 
expanding unemployment in- 
surance, extending the num- 
ber of weeks of relief, waiving 
waiting periods, and allocating 
tens of millions in direct aid to 
hard-hit local businesses. Mov- 
ing forward, significant pain re- 
mains, and there is much more 
that needs to be done, including 
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Masonry by Acacio 


Chimneys, Walls and 
Other Masonry Specialties 


Cell: (413) 433-3238 
Home: (413) 543-6773 
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ERRORS: Each advertis- 


er is requested to check 


their advertisement the 


first time it appears. 


responsible for more 


This paper will not be 


than one corrected in- 


able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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providing relief to business- 
es facing exorbitant new fees 
and other steps to support the 
unemployment insurance sys- 
tem. I look forward to working 
alongside my colleagues in the 
legislation and Governor Baker 
to move much needed reforms 
and help forward.” 

Another local local lawmak- 
er, State Sen. Anne Gobi, said 
she supports the measure. 

“IT am in favor of doing as 
much as possible to assist our 
small businesses and I support 
the Governor’s bill,’ Gobi said. 

“We all know how devastat- 
ing this past year has been and 
we must do all we can to pro- 
tect people and our businesses. 
Keeping both healthy is a strug- 
gle. There is a comprehensive 
economic development bill 
currently pending before the 
Legislature includes additional 
substantial investments in small 
businesses and I am advocating 
to have that released before the 


end of the year.” 

Baker’s proposal also estab- 
lishes an employer surcharge 
on contributory employers. 

“In 2020, all federal advanc- 
es taken to pay benefits are in- 
terest free,’ Baker states in the 
release. 

“However, interest on fed- 
eral advances will begin to be 
charged beginning in January 
of 2021. The first interest pay- 
ment is due in the fall of 2021 
and it cannot be paid from the 
state unemployment trust fund, 
per federal law. To fund in- 
terest payments on repayable 
advances, the legislation also 
establishes a separate fund to 
house surcharge proceeds. The 
passage of this provision autho- 
rizes the Department of Unem- 
ployment Assistance to make 
this assessment but does not 
require the surcharge if interest 
is waived through future federal 
legislation.” 


The Library Loft 
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We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wea. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm + Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 


Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 


Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 


We accept books only in good, clean condition. 
For more information call 2835-35530 ext. 100 
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Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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sage. 


Adriana Serra (grade six), Alex Serra (kindergarten), 
Sofia Comi (grade five), and Jade (pink harness) 
have a message for Supt. Gazda.. 





Natalie and Brett Smith, who teach special education 
and fine arts at Ludlow High, respectively, and their 
2 year-old son Charlie got outside for some brisk air 
and fresh flakes during the snow day. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Home of the 
Cowboys 

7. “Hawaii Five-O” 
actor McBride 

10. Most aged 

12. Fitted with a shoe 


hydrocarbon 4. Shelter from wind 
36. Supervises flying 5. Sign language 
37. An actor who 6. Pigpen 
plays a 7. Make sore 
principal role 8. Flat metal shelves 
38. Furnace for 9. Forms that say 
pottery who you are 
13. Courteously 39. Fall back 10. Cigar lovers’ 
14. They form over 40. Afrikaans word necessity 
cuts for language 11. Popular cooking 
15. Western Alaskan 41. Chinese city ingredient 
river 44, Fleshy 12. Skin covering the 
16.Aggressive men 45. Inventor head 
17. Farm animal 48. Taxis 14. Unshakable 
18. Young woman 49. Acitizen of Spain 17. Exclamation 
(French) 50. Important age for meaning 
19. Sixth month of aging workers “Finally!” 
Hebrew calendar (abbr.) 18. One of the wise 
21. Short cry 51. Body part men’s gifts 
22. State capital 20. Take away from 
2/. Rural delivery 23. In accordance 
28. “Twilight Zone” with the law 
creator 24. Nicole Kidman’s 
33. Gigabyte husband 
34. Flammable 25. NY Giants legend 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Chinese mountain 
range 

2. Romanian city 

3. Fishermen cast it 


ANSWERS ON PAGE 15 


“Get outside and go sledding, build snow forts, have 
snowball battles and help your parents dig out from the 
storm (that one was for you parents).” 

Here are some of the photos students and staff sent it 
to show they were completing their snow day assignment. 





Fourth-grader Sam Laguerre and his brother Leo (grade 
11) took their dog Coco out for a romp in the snow. 
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26. Utilize 

29. Beloved 
Hollywood alien 

30. Unwell 

31. More destitute 

32. Grinded together 

35. Sun up in New 
York 

36. Italian-made cars 

38. Most sacred site 
in Islam 

40. Rip apart 

41. Go in a specified 
direction 

42. Freshwater 
mussel genus 

43.“ the Man” 
Musical 

44. One thousand 
cubic feet (abbr.) 

45. West coast time 
zone 

46. Mimic 

47. You can get one 
in summer 





Snow and tell: Cool day ‘assignment’ gets a warm reception 


fF | LUDLOW — Not long ago, a hefty snowstorm 
ea. 8 |] dropped enough of the white stuff to cause a typical snow 
% day off from schools. Of course these are not typical times 
with students routinely learning remotely from home, 
making a snow day off from school rather moot. 
Not this time. 
Ludlow Schools Supt. Dr. Todd Gazda had a playful 
“assignment” for all his students — and staff — homebound 
during the storm. 
“My assignment to all students is to get away from 
your phones and computer screens,” was Dr. Gazda’s mes- 


Courtesy photos 


Charlotte (grade one) and 
Adelynn Maciolek (grade 
4) follow the part of their 
snow day “assignment” 
to help their parents dig 
out from the storm. 


LUDLOW MILLS from Page 1 


Another project Daley said it in the 
works is the Riverside Drive Project, 
which is expected to commence very 
shortly. After partnering with the town 
and receiving $7 million to rebuild the 
Riverside Drive road, that and other new 
infrastructure is in the works. Daley said 
the completion of this project will allow 
for the redirection of traffic flow off State 
Street to Riverside Drive. 

“We’ve got everything lined up,” said 
Daley. 

“Hopefully, before the end of the 
year or very shortly, we will have a 
shovel in the ground that they’Il be able 
to redo Riverside Drive to hopefully fin- 
ish that up and bring it in front of the 


SS 
AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 


« State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 
610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 


Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 





Sisters Kourtney and Mackenzie Gray (kindergarten and 
grade three) had fun snow tubing together on their day off. 





town for public road acceptance by the 
mid to end of next year. That'll be a re- 
ally good project over the summer and 
spring months.” 

Reflecting on the work that has been 
done during the disruptive COVID-19 
pandemic, Daley said Westmass is trying 
to build a desirable place for businesses 
to thrive. 

“T think we’re turning the corner with 
that. I think we’re getting a lot more busi- 
nesses looking at it,” said Daley. 

“T do think that that puts us at even a 
bigger map of the destination to be for 
businesses and that’s what we’re really 
working hard towards.” 

For more information and updates, 
you can follow LudlowMills on Face- 
book. 


Support the local 
businesses that 
support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 
* Badri Z. Debian D.M.D,  ® John P. Griffin, D.D.S, 
# Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. * Robert J. Liptak D.M.D. 
Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 
Care Credit Financing Available and 
Most Credit Cards ond Dental Plans Accepted 
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Indian Orchard 


SoulAura helps women restore their bodies and confidence 


Se SULURA 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


INDIAN ORCHARD - 
Women interested in alternative 
and holistic restorative services 
from someone who blends her 
expertise from over a decade in 
related disciplines will want to 
explore SoulAura Permanent 
Cosmetics. 

Owner Bre Costa, whose 
background includes more than 
10 years in the medical field, is 
an experienced reiki practitioner 
and a certified permanent make- 
up artist specializing in micro 
blading for paramedical tattoo- 
ing to camouflaging scars and 
stretch marks. Services include 
shading, lash lifts, scar relax- 
ation, hair simulation and many 
other holistic solutions that help 
women heal and become confi- 
dent and empowered. 

Costa said the name Sou- 
lAura comes from her belief 
that “everything refers back to 
energy vibration and frequen- 
cy,’ which informs her interest 
in reiki. She’s not shy about her 
intuitive vision. 

“T’m a huge believer in that,” 
Costa said about energy and its 
relation to everything else. 

“T love, science, quantum 
mechanics and always when 
people are happy and confident, 
it literally can see that on the 
outside. With women especial- 
ly, when you help them with 
their confidence, I feel like they 
move differently and take on 


FOOD DRIVE from Page 1 


I felt that this is something we 
could do, but I needed somebody 
who would receive the dona- 
tions,” Valadas said. 

“T thought of the Open Pantry 
and we called them and they’re 
more than willing to take our do- 
nations.” 

He said the department will 
host a food drive every year 
around this time. 

From 8 a.m. on, car after car 
continued to drive by the depart- 
ment to drop off donations. 

“You really see the sense of 
charity that people have in their 
hearts,” Valadas said. 

“T think that we need more of 
that. It’s been great to see people 
come out in great spirits and full 
of smiles. As soon as a I heard 
that we could donate food and 
there was a need, it just rein- 
forced our efforts as a far as this 
being an important thing and well 
needed.” 

Open Panty Executive Di- 
rector Terry Maxey was grateful 
for the support and the supply 
of fresh, nutritious food. Max- 
ey said individual and families 
dealing with food insecurity too 
often have to rely on processed 
food with little nutritional value, 
which is part of a larger health 
problem — poor nutrition and lack 
of exercise. 

“We have to provide [clients 
with] nutrition,’ Maxey - said. 
“Families now don’t have the ac- 
tivities for kids who are locked in 
the house learning, so we need 
to offer as much nutrition as we 
possibly can.” 

To contact or learn more 
about the pantry, call 413-737- 
5354 or visit openpantry.org. 
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Turley Publications staff photo by Jonah Snowden 


SoulAura Permanent Cosmetics, at 531 Main St., Indian Orchard, is serving her clients by appointment. 
Owner Bre Costa also wants to mentor other entrepreneurial women. 


different opportunities.” 

Having played a part in 
helping women regain their 
confidence, Costa said since 
opening her business over a 
year ago she has learned that 
“everyone’s story iS unique” 


and that there’s a solution for 
each. 

“Just hearing some of these 
women stories, on how they’ve 
gone through chemotherapy or 


have alopecia and to help them 
feel more confident when they 
felt like they had no control 
over what was happening in 
their life, is giving them a little 
bit of that [control] back,’ said 
Costa. 

“To me that is about em- 
powerment. Sometimes in life 
you don’t have control over ev- 
erything and you just kind of 
go with the flow of things and 





Ludlow Police Chief Daniel Valadas said the department wants to 
make the Christmastime food drive an annual event. 





The Ludlow Police Department hosted its first annual Christmas 
Food Drive on Saturday, Dec. 19. 


[I believe] you [must] keep 
persevering through these ob- 
stacles. We all have different 
backgrounds and different sto- 
ries and it’s a blessing. At the 
end of the day it’s helped me 
grow as a person to become, 
better in every sense and every 
day I try to strive to be a better 
person than I was the day be- 
fore.” 

Costa is serving her clients 





| Turley Publications staff photos by Jonah Snowden 





Courtesy Photo 
Bre Costa, owner of SoulAura 
Permanent Cosmetics. 


by appointment. She also said 
she is interested in working 
with a few women interesting in 
learning how to start their own 
businesses or work with her 
when the opportunity is avail- 
able. 

“My thing is I’m not trying 
to rush anything, said Costa. 

“Tm trying to go with the 
flow and trying to just see how 
the cards kind of fall and how 
everything plays out with this 
virus. I would love nothing 
more than to be able to employ 
people and to be able to start 
training and to give women 
that same power that was given 
to me by training and to create 
their own business and provide 
for their family.” 

To learn more about Soul 
Aura, visit the shop’s Facebook 
page or call 413-426-5044 to 
schedule an appointment. 





One of the Ludlow Police Department vehicles filled with donated 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 21°! AT 11:00 A.M. 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 


¢ LUDLOW « 
6 ROOM /3 BEDROOM 


food. 


1%STORY 


CAPE STYLE HOME 


“CLOSE PROXIMITY TO SHOPPING, SCHOOLS & PARKS” 


125 Simonds Street 


LUDLOW, MASSACHUSETTS 


To be Sold on the Premises 


Features: 


¢ 1% Story Cape Style Home + 1/3 Acre of Land 
¢ Total of (6) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (2 %2) Baths 
e +2,280 S/F of Gross Living Area ¢ Central Air Conditioning ¢ Fireplace ¢ 


¢ Covered Front Entry ¢ Porch/Patio ¢ Vinyl Siding « Fenced In-Ground Pool ¢ 
* Two Car Attached Garage * 


Sale Per Order of Mortgagee 


Attorney Gregory M. Schmidt 
Of the Firm of Doherty, Wallace, Pillsbury & Murphy, P.C. 
One Monarch Place, Springfield, MA 


Attorney for Mortgagee 


Terms of Sale: : $5,000. Deposit Cash or Certified Funds. 
Deposit to be Increased 10% of the Purchase Price within Five Business Day of the Auction. 
5 % Percent Buyer’s Premium Applies. 
Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING THIS AUCTION: 
WE ARE DOING OUR BEST TO ENSURE OUR STAFF AND CUSTOMERS ARE SAFE AS POSSIBLE, SO WE MAY TAKE NECESSARY 


PRECAUTIONS TO MAINTAIN HEALTH AND 
ANY PERMITTED 
DISTANCING AND ALL OTHER C 
VIOLATIONS BY ANY PERSO 


OR ie) VE 
Mad AND OTHERS. PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND IF YOU ARE EXPERIENCING ANY SYMPTO 


SAFETY PROTOCOLS. THE COVIDVIRUS STILL REMAINS A POTENTIAL RISK IN 
PUBLIC rte AUCTION SALE ATTENDEES SHOULD REMAIN MINDFUL TO 


OBSERVE SOCIAL 
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EDITORIAL 
Importing drugs 
could endanger 
lives 


On most issues, Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans 
remain deeply divided. 
But there’s one policy 
that unites both —prescrip- 
tion drug importation. 

Earlier this year, the 
Trump administration is- 
sued an executive order 
enabling states and indi- 
viduals to import medica- 
tions from foreign coun- 
tries. Biden has voiced 
support for allowing Americans to buy drugs 
from Canada. Both parties have good inten- 
tions. Making medicines more affordable for 
patients is a goal everyone shares. But impor- 
tation isn’t the right solution. It’d expose mil- 
lions of Americans to potentially counterfeit 
medications while offering few, if any, sav- 
ings. 

The FDA’s drug approval process is the 
gold standard in ensuring that medicines 
are safe and effective. But imported drugs 
wouldn’t go through that process -- the FDA 
lacks the resources to subject them to the 
same rigorous scrutiny. While there are plen- 
ty of legitimate online pharmacies in Canada, 
there’s also plenty of scammers looking to 
ship bottles of fake pills to vulnerable Amer- 
icans. That’s why four former FDA commis- 
sioners sent a letter to Congress highlighting 
the dangers of circumventing our nation’s 
drug supply chain, which is currently the saf- 
est in the world. They warned importing drugs 
would “harm patients and consumers and 
compromise the carefully constructed system 
that guards the safety of our nation’s medical 
products. 

Canadian health officials agree. They’ve 
previously warned that Canada will “not as- 
sure that products being sold to U.S. citizens 
are safe, effective, and of high quality.” This 
lack of oversight means many “Canadian 
drugs” — which often originate in other coun- 
tries and are merely shipped through Canada 
— are adulterated. One FDA study found that 
85 percent of confiscated drugs that were sup- 
posedly imported from Canada were actual- 
ly manufactured in 27 other countries. Many 
didn’t include English instructions, and some 
were counterfeits. 

Counterfeit drugs pose a significant dan- 
ger to patients here in the United States, espe- 
cially the most vulnerable populations. Sixty 
percent of Americans suffer from chronic dis- 
eases that require regular adherence to medi- 
cation. Communities of color, who suffer from 
chronic illness at higher rates than do white 
American, face even higher risks. 

As someone who suffers from hyperten- 
sion and type 2 diabetes, I’m keenly aware of 
the perils of receiving counterfeit medicines. 
Over the years, some Americans have illegal- 
ly imported medicines from what they thought 
were legitimate Canadian pharmacies — but 
the drugs turned out to have no active ingredi- 
ents, or worse, contained toxic substances. If 
patients take ineffective drugs that amount to 
little more than sugar pills, their chronic con- 
ditions could spiral out of control. 

Even if importation were completely safe 
— and it isn’t — it wouldn’t save Americans 
nearly as much money as proponents believe. 
Canada has no interest, and no ability, to act 
as America’s pharmacy. 

There are simply too many American pa- 
tients. Americans fill 4.5 billion prescriptions 
annually. Demand from the United States 
could overwhelm the Canadian drug market in 
just 38 days. Over 1,500 drugs sit on Canada’s 
drug shortage list — the Canadian healthcare 
system hardly has the bandwidth to support 
billions of new requests from Americans. 

That’s why Canadian patient groups have 
urged leaders not to facilitate large-scale 
drugs exports to the United States. Drug 
importation, though well intentioned, is 


Please see EDITORIAL, Page 7 


Earl D. 
Fowlkes Jr. 
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GUEST COLUMN 
It is time to show our resilience 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


If you pay attention to global af- 
fairs, you know that increasing num- 
bers of people believe U.S. leadership 
in the world is coming to an end and the 
West more broadly is being eclipsed. I 
think these predictions are exaggerat- 
ed, but they are not without some basis. 
Our challenges have grown. It is time for 
us to re-establish ourselves by showing 
our capacity for change and adaptation. 
The biggest external challenge we face, of 
course, is the rise of China and the com- 
petition it offers to the democratic mod- 
el. It is not just that its wealth, military 
power, and leverage around the world 
have all grown. It is also true that Chi- 
na has had an astonishing rise, pulling 
millions of people out of poverty, draw- 
ing attention for its innovation and in- 
frastructure development, and _ building 
one of the world’s leading economies. 
This is an important point. You do not build 
prestige abroad by collapsing at home. 
In a very real sense, you cannot separate 
domestic and foreign policy, especial- 
ly when you are the U.S. The world pays 
close attention to how we deal with inter- 
nal problems, and our actions within our 
borders profoundly affect our standing and 
leverage as we assert global leadership. 
So how do we reenergize our glob- 
al role? We begin, of course, at home, 
by bringing the pandemic under control, 
reinvigorating our own economy, and 
re-committing to the rule of law, to ba- 
sic, long-established democratic process- 
es, and to the core values of justice, fair- 
ness, and opportunity for all our citizens. 
Then, I would argue, we need to return 
to the basics, which have taken a beat- 
ing in recent years. We built our preemi- 
nence by using an international approach 
during the post-World War II period, 
working skillfully with European and oth- 
er allies to lead the West. If we try to lead 
by ourselves, the task is far more diffi- 
cult than if we join with European al- 
lies, Japan, other Asian countries, and 
allies in South America and elsewhere. 
We also must restore basic democratic val- 
ues—promotion of democracy, treating 
people decently, opposing corruption and 
abuse of human rights—to a prominent 
role in our foreign policy. Effective foreign 
policy requires a lot of components, but 


the moral dimension is key to making our 
leadership more attractive and more potent. 
Obviously, American military power is 
part of our strength. People pay atten- 
tion to us in no small part because of that 
power. But they also pay attention because 
of our willingness to work with others. 
In order to enhance our appeal, we need 
a well-functioning national security sys- 
tem with expanded arms control agree- 
ments. We have to counter [ran wherever 
and whenever possible in a manner that 
does not risk war in the Middle East. And 
we must identify and oppose the world’s 
bad actors by exposing their weakness- 
es, corruption, and dictatorial tendencies. 
I would also argue that we need to 
lead the fight on climate change. All 
the other issues we face are import- 
ant, but this one is existential, and we 
do not have much time to get it mght. 
Finally, to help the U.S. revitalize its place 
in the world, we will need strong, capa- 
ble, realistic and professional officials fill- 
ing the key roles. That is true in the intel- 
ligence community, where unbiased and 
clear-eyed knowledge of events and other 
leaders is vital if we are to navigate the 
course of events and work with (or against) 
world leaders. And it is true in diplomacy, 
economics, the national security apparatus 
and elsewhere, where depth, knowledge 
and expertise are vital. To be blunt, we 
have become less respected for our com- 
petence, professionalism, and skill over 
the last four years, and while experts can 
sometimes become too narrowly focused, 
highly-regarded representatives abroad can 
be among the biggest assets we deploy. 
It used to be that, in any international fo- 
rum, it was almost instinctive to turn to the 
U.S. for leadership: the first question on the 
minds of allies was what the U.S. thought 
and planned to do. That is less often the 
case, and I do not think the world is bet- 
ter off as a result. We have a lot of work to 
do to reassert our leadership, starting with 
strengthening our own democracy. 


Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the 
Indiana University Center on Representa- 
tive Government; a Distinguished Scholar 
at the IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global 
and International Studies; and a Profes- 
sor of Practice at the IU O’Neill School of 
Public and Environmental Affairs. He was 
a member of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives for 34 years. 
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Workers _help- ready, it will be 
ing to transport the IN MY released back into 
Rockefeller Center the wild. 
Christmas tree found BACKYARD Northern saw- 
an adult Northern MS whet owls are the 
saw-whet owl cling- smallest North 
ing to the tree. The American owl and 
tree and owl came about seven to 


from Oneonta to 
New York City, New 
York. The owl had 
no food or water 
during the three-day 
trip. It 1s recovering 
at a wildlife refuge in New York 
State. 

The owl, now named Rocke- 
feller, is getting fluids and “all 
the mice he can eat’’ at the wild- 
life center. A vet checked it over 
and took x-rays, but it seems 
to be in great condition. When 


from Page | 
ter was suggested by Christine 
Davenport who lives in town 
(Monson). Make-A-Wish is one 
my best friends, Bruce Steb- 
bins’, cherished foundations. 
Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen came 
to us from our team members 
Melissa Devins and Sarah Cur- 
tis, who both live in Chicopee.” 

Like other local businesses, 
the agency had to make adjust- 
ments during the year to keep its 
doors open. And unlike others, 
Richard R. Green Insurance lit- 
erally kept its door open. 

“This has been a challenging 
year and our goal has been to 
maintain service with a personal 





By Ellenor Downer 


eight inches long. 
These owls have 
yellow eyes, mot- 
tled brown feath- 
ers with a whitish 
facial disk and 
white-spotted head. Juveniles 
are dark brown with a cinnamon 
belly and a white V between the 
eyes. 

Saw whet owls are nocturnal 
and hard to see. During daylight, 
they roost in dense vegetation, 
typically at eye level and near 
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touch,” Richard said. 
“Both of our offices are fully 
open top the public, subject to 
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the trunk of evergreen trees. 
Female Northern saw-whet 

owls lay four to seven white 


R. GREEN 


Courtesy photo 
safety parameters. As diffi- 
cult as this has been for all of 
us, we still need to feel like 


The Register | December 30 2020 | Page 7 D 


eggs in a nest in a tree cavity or 
old woodpecker hole. They will 
also use next boxes. 

Thistle feeder 

During the warm weather, 
a bear grabbed my thistle (n1- 
ger) seed feeder. He pulled it 
off the hook and left it about 
15 feet away. The plastic tube 
was crushed and the seed ports 
removed. There was not a sin- 
gle seed to be found in it. The 
American — goldfinches —_and 
chickadees kept flying to where 
the feeder was. 

I bought another feeder 
and put it out. It did not take 
them long to find the new feed- 
er. American goldfinches and 
chickadees love the thistle seed 
and often three or four eat from 
the feed perches at once. 


human beings and not num- 
bers.” 

He heaps credit on his staff, 
customers, and the towns in 
which they do business for com- 
ing together during a pandem- 
ic-marred year. 

“We have worked hard to 
be apart of the communities we 
serve,’ Green said. ““We have a 
fantastic staff, who are person- 
able, friendly and work hard for 
our customers. They are a privi- 
lege to work with!” 

With 2021 just around the 
corner, he had parting words for 
2020. 

“We wish for everyone to be 
happy and safe and know that 
our doors are open,” he said. 


Canada geese 

Last week, I saw a very large 
flock of Canada geese in a har- 
vested cornfield. The flock had 
well over 100 hundred geese. 
They were probably on_ their 
way from Canada to the south- 
ern winter grounds. 

Bluebirds 

My son-in-law, Bryan, saw 
four bluebirds in his yard last 
week. He watched them come 
and go from one of the two 
bluebird houses in his Barre 
yard. 

People may report a_ bird 
sighting or bird related expe- 
rience by calling me at 413- 
967-3505, leaving a message at 
extension 100 or emailing my- 
backyard88 @ aol.com or edown- 
er @turley.com. 


from Page 6 

doomed to fail and could 
endanger many Americans’ 
health. It’s up to a Biden 
administration to reverse 
course and either rescind the 
Trump administration’s im- 
portation rule, or at the very 
least, instruct the FDA to 
not approve any state appli- 
cations for importation pro- 
grams. 


Earl D. Fowlkes, Jr. is the 
President and CEO of the 
Center for Black Equity. This 
piece originally ran in the 
Washington Blade. 
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In the Classroom 


Top Baird Middle School scholars recognized 


The following students at Paul R. 
Baird Middle School earned the grades 
necessary to make the Term 1 Honor 
Roll: 


HIGH HONORS 
Class of 2025 


Peyton R. Brennan, Esther S. Coel- 
ho, Isabel K. Cruz, Caitlyn R. Day, Jack 
E. Favata, Savanna M. Ferrabelo, Cal- 
leigh J. Foley, Ryan C. Gomes, Joseph 
A. Keroack, Gabriel H. LaPlante, Griffin 
D. McCarthy, Owen M. McCarthy, Ya- 
hye M. Mire, Belen A. Molinari, Ava J. 
Peczka, Ariana L. Quaglia, Kyle D. Ro- 
drigues, Gavin L. Vala, Thomas J. Wadas 


HIGH HONORS 
Class of 2026 


Lenice E. Alvan, Sophia M. Alvaro, 
Katherine M. Anselmo, Noah A. Bah- 
gat, Juliana M. Bartolucci, Samantha B. 
Bertini, Grace P. Budzyna, Yade A. Cap- 
kin, Olivia D. Cordeiro, Aiden J. Costa, 
Victoria A. Davidson, Jack W. Demperio, 
Gabriel Di Rosa, Laylla Q. Dias, Cari- 
na B. Fonseca, Ava C. Friese, Eliana A. 
Garcia, Benjamin B. Goodreau, Emma 
M. Henning, Natalia E. Houlihan, Sadie 
C. Housey, Faith E. Keroack, Liliana A. 
Kolasienski, Mason J. Little, Dylan R. 
Londraville, Ethan M. Love, Samantha 
M. Lyons, Nadia M. Machado, Julianne 
E. Maio, Brayden C. Marta, Kayla I. 
Massano-Borges, Ryan A. Mateus, Ca- 
tarina R. Mazza, Yusuf M. Mire, Emily 
R. Pereira, Daniel J. Pires, Loliana B. 
Rafael, Briana C. Ramirez, Andrew S. 
Ray, Sonny D. Raymond, Alexis L. Ro- 
driguez, Cylie J. Rozkuszka, Kristofer 


J. Soja, Ethan B. Steigmeyer, Audrey E. 
Troie, Wiktor B. Tylec, Alyssa J. Ver- 
mette, Jacob A. Vermette, Rita J. Vicen- 
te,Larissa L. Wright 


HIGH HONORS 
Class of 2027 


Manahil Atif, Natalina A. Castro, Be- 
atrice F. Chelo, Rhiley K. Comeau, Sadie 
E. Fernandes, Eliana G. Franco, Chris- 
tian J. Gomes, Andrew J. Gregory, Ezgi 
Ibas, Eylul Koc, Gabriella R. Lage, Ol- 
ivia K. Laing, Vivian C. Lonczak, Serena 
V. Mackenzie, Sarah C. Martel, Lilia G. 
Martins, Colin P)- McClintock, Valentina 
N. Molinari, Michaela R. Murphy, Ta- 
tianna G. Nogueira, Caitlyn R. Peczka, 
Hannah C. Plamondon, Arianna A. Pod- 
more, Jayden D. Premo, Adam R. Riley, 
Alannah G. Saloio, Liliana M. Saraiva, 
Avelin M. Sargent, Isabella A. Seara, 
Makenna L. Shields, Colin J. St. Ger- 
main, Luke A. Stejna, Kaitlyn V. Ste- 
phens, Cayden A. Teixeira, Savannah Y. 
Vazquez, Ava S. Whitney 


HONORS 
Class of 2025 


Rayanna Y. Craven, Ariana A. 
Adrien, Ava R. Augusto, Lena J. Berte, 
Caliana J. Blackburn, Kelsie M. Blaze- 
jowski, Mia  Bulatewicz, Logan J. 
Cabral, Santiago R. Cadete, Delores 
A. Calvao, Mia A. Carvalho, Anabella 
A. Castro, Esat M. Cayan, Taylor B. 
Colberg Lucas A. Costa, Kate S. Del 
Negro, Ela S. Dias, James J. Dias, Ea- 
mon H. DiVenuto, Sophia E. Dynak, 
Lucas A. Franco, Sonny C. Freitas, Ava 
L. Gabriello, Samantha M. Grimal- 


di, Mason M. Gunther, Giana R. Hall, 
Leah S. La Fever, Myah S. Larimore, 
Alexis J. Leab, Eris L. Learned, Eli 
J. Lipson,Kevin S. Lynch, Adrian J. 
Martins, Katarina I. Meireles, Ashlyn 
P. Moquin, Kayliana V. Moret, Mary 
C. Morris, Ava M. Moutinho, Eliza- 
beth T. Nguyen, Kelsey M. Ouellette, 
Gabriella R. Pereira,Anthony T. Por- 
telada,Desiree A. Reynolds, Vincent C. 
Ribeiro, Kylie S. Roach, Alex G. Ro- 
drigues, Marcus E. Sanchez, Brianna 
O. Scibelli, Sophia I. Scyocurka, Ka- 
rina A. Silva, Devyn R. Skiba, Nathan 
T. St. Cyr, Nicholas J. Staeb, Abigail R. 
Toomey, Brady B. Trahan, Samantha 
T. Vazquez, Logan F. Walsh, Owen G. 
Wurszt 


HONORS 
Class of 2026 


Nora R. Adams, Pedro B. Alvan, So- 
fia B. Barroso, Dominic A. Before, Re- 
ese M. Brennan, Artemas R. Carr, iana 
M. Chaves, Isabella G. Coelho, Camer- 
on E. Dakers, Bernardo G. DeFiguere- 
do, Edward N. Deragon, Liam R. DiVe- 
nuto, Kymani M. Donaldson, Ethan G. 
Espino, Filipe R. Fernandes, Gabriella 
A. Fernandes, Jamison A. Forkey, Jay- 
don J. Franklin, Gabrielle M. Gauvin, 
Kathryn G. Gibson, Cruz M. Guzman, 
Andrew S. Hamilton, Brandon E. Han- 
ifin, Spencer D. Huntley, Kyle J. Kali- 
ta, Kacie A. Klimek, Taylor M. Kouflie, 
Aislyn H. Krasnov, Talyn A. Lagace, 
Aaron T. Landers, Michael J. Lecca, 
Parker T. Libiszewski, Cameron C. Ly- 
man, Michael A. Mariani, Damien X. 
Martinez, Dominic J. Martins, Jackson 
L. Mateus, Niki A. Mentekidis, Aman- 


da R. Miller, Mason M. Morace, Joshua 
J. Moret, Ashlyn R. Mortimer, Devlin 
P. Murphy, Maiya A. Natal, Abigail L. 
Odiorne, Teagan Ortiz, Marcelina W. 
Pecak, Gabriel J. Pereira, Maddelena 
E. Pereira, Giani S. Perez, Samuel S. 
Pontes, Sophia C. Quiterio, Jayshawn 
L. Rivera, Allyson L. Robert, Benja- 
min L. Sanches, Luke J. Slatton, Cullen 
J. Smyth, Alex D. Spurlock, Adrian M. 
Tobiasz, Joshua M. Valliere, Connor M. 
Walsh 


HONORS 
Class of 2027 


Audrey M. Afonso, Shawn A. Ally, 
Arianna M. Andrade, Cristian E. Binette, 
Brianna J. Campbell, Andre R. Costa, 
LuciAnna M. Costa, Gia E. Danso, Leah 
N. DeMars, Payton A. Dersarkisian, Lo- 
gan G. DeVoie, Evan R. Dias, Gavin B. 
Ferrara, Rafael A. Ferreira, Brenna L. 
Foote, Marissa A. Fusco, Robert F. Greg- 
ory, Julia C. Haynes, Layla P. Henriques, 
Lauren R. Hiller, Gabriel J. Iwaniec, 
Sophia M. Joubert, Ecem [. Karaarslan, 
Logan A. Koziol, Gavin W. Leab, Lucas 
C. Leandro, Isabella M. Leutsch, Chloe 
G. Liszka, Nolan B. Lubarsky, Kobe 
C. McKay, Rhyan A. Milfort, Lexi M. 
Monserrate, Ana M. Monteiro, Lily G. 
Moore, Keon A. Moran, Cristiano C. 
Nascimento, Michael J. Ouimet, Krysta 
M. Paulo, Julian F. Quintana, Emily F. 
Quiterio, Lilyana D. Ribeiro, Ariana N. 
Rivera, Giana L. Rivera, Gabriel C. San- 
tucci, Adriana F. Serra, Damian A. Stark, 
Tyler M. Tatro, Alp T. Turk, Brady M. 
Walsh, Noah S. White, David X. Wilson 


STCC’s new majors ease transfer to 4-year colleges or universities 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield Tech- 
nical Community College unveiled new 
program options under general studies to 
prepare students to transfer to four-year 
colleges and universities and focus on 
liberal arts majors. 

The majors offered this spring are 
called English Communication and Pro- 
fessional Writing Transfer and Social 
Sciences Transfer. 

“What the majors do is increase stu- 


dents’ transfer option flexibility as stu- 
dents can select from the options and not 
lose any credits should they switch ma- 
jors after the first term,” said Geraldine 
de Berly, vice president of Academic 
Affairs at STCC. “Since so many of our 
students are exploring majors in the first 
term, this allows them that exploration 
without it ‘costing credits’. We are excit- 
ed about offering more intentional path- 
ways for our students.” 
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English Communication and Profes- 
sional Writing Transfer gives students 
tools to develop and hone critical think- 
ing and communication skills necessary 
for success in a variety of fields. Course- 
work in literature, communication, film 
and digital media, and academic and 
professional writing gives students a 
broad foundation for crafting written 
texts capable of reaching audiences of all 
types, said Richard Greco, dean of the 
School of Liberal Arts and Professional 
Studies. 

The major allows students to com- 
plete MassTransfer A2B (associate to 
bachelor’s degree) Pathways in English 
and Communications. 

Students who complete a MassTrans- 
fer A2B program at STCC can transfer 
to a state university or state college and 
see significant cost savings. MassTrans- 
fer A2B Students who complete 60 cred- 
its at STCC before transferring can save 
an average of 28% on their bachelor’s 
degree. 

“This degree is aimed at students 
who want to write some way profession- 
ally in their workplace. They might be 
interested in journalism or blog posts or 
writing copy for marketing and public 
relations, to name a few possible career 
paths,” Greco said. “This is also good 
for a student who wants to pursue a four- 
year degree in English, journalism or 
communications. Education is another 
good option.” 

The second new major at STCC is 
called Social Sciences Transfer, a pro- 
gram for students who want to study 


facebook 


human behavior and how individuals 
react with each other. At the same time, 
the major gives students the flexibility to 
determine which fields are of greatest in- 
terest to them. 

“This is a great major for someone 
who is thinking about transferring and 
knows that they want to do something in 
the social science area,’ Greco said. 

Social Sciences Transfer allows stu- 
dents to complete Mass Transfer A2B 
Pathways in History and Sociology. 
Themes throughout this program include 
the balance of power in relationships, 
race, culture, and ethnicity, economic 
control of resources, and role of the gov- 
ernment and citizenry. 

“We are excited to offer these two 
new majors this spring,’ Greco said. 
“These are our newest transfer op- 
tions. We have several other transfer 
options for students that also meet the 
MassTransfer A2B requirements. We 
would be happy to speak to anyone with 
questions.” 

Visit STCC’s YouTube channel to 
watch a video with more details about 
the new majors: youtube.com/spring- 
fieldtechcc. 

Prospective students can visit stcc. 
edu and use the “ChatNow!” feature to 
ask questions online. They also can call 
admissions at (413) 755-3333 or send an 
email to admissions @stcc.edu. 

The spring semester at STCC begins 
Monday, Jan. 25. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, STCC this spring will offer 
online classes with a mix of on-campus 
labs for health and technical programs. 


The Register can be found 
on Facebook. Log on today. 
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rust, has successtul fall 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW—\The start of the 
2020 high school soccer season 
in Western Massachusetts was 
delayed until the beginning of 
October due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. When the _ soccer 
season did finally kickoff, it 
took the members of the Lud- 
low boys’ varsity squad a week 
to shake off the rust. 

Following a 2-1 road loss 
to rival Minnechaug in the sea- 
son opener and a 1-0 setback 
to Longmeadow in the home 
opener, the Lions didn’t miss a 
beat during the final five weeks 
of the season. 

“Without a normal presea- 
son and the many scrimmag- 
es we usually have, it took us 
a couple of games to iron out 
some wrinkles, figure out our 
rotations, and fine-tune how 
we wanted to play,” said Long- 
time Ludlow head coach Greg 
Kolodziey. “Once the team set- 
tled into the system, we were 
tough to beat.” 

The Lions completed the 
unique season, which ended 
without a postseason tourna- 
ment for the first time in many 
years, with a 7-2 overall record. 
They posted a 4-1 home record 
and a 3-1 road record. 

The Lions were one of the 
few soccer teams from Western 
Mass. that didn’t have their sea- 
son paused or canceled because 
of COVID-19. 

“The team really had no 
choice but to adjust to the 
circumstances we were fac- 
ing, both on and off the field,” 
Kolodziey said. “It was either 





File photos 


Ludlow High School boys soccer action from the abbreviated season. The Lions has had one of the 
most successful programs in the region over the past decade. 


adjust or we don’t play at all.” 

There were also several new 
rule changes this season. 

“T think the rule change that 
affected the game the most was 
elimination of head balls. I’ve 
never seen so many well exe- 
cuted shoulder balls in my life. 
There were a lot of good scor- 
ing chances missed by all the 
teams due to not being allowed 
to head the ball,’ Kolodziey 
said. “I sort of didn’t mind the 
elimination of the throw in, al- 
though we have benefitted over 
the years from having a player 


Please see BOYS 
SOCCER, Page 10 





Ludlow went 7-2 in 2020, an abbreviated season. 


Relics able to get hc 2020 season 


LUDLOW -— The Western 
Mass Relics, which is a Senior 
Softball League that’s been in 
existence since 1994, was faced 
this Spring with the possibility 
of their season being canceled 
due to the Coronavirus. With 
the season questionable and 
the Relics always concerned 
for player safety, the Relics 
worked closely with the Board 
of Health, the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, the Town 
of Ludlow and The Fish and 
Game Club to be one of the few 
sports leagues in Western Mass 
to play a full schedule. 

The Western Mass Relics 
had 176 players agree to play 
and fortunately not one person 
came down with the Coronavi- 
rus. Among the steps taken to 
play safely were the following: 

* ‘Temperatures were taken 
upon arrival. The players had to 
record a temperature below 100 
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The Western Mass. Relics, a softball league for senior, had 
one of the few successful campaigns in 2020 with no cases of 
coronavirus during its season. 


degrees. 

e Players were required to 
wear masks in the field. 

e Social distancing was ob- 
served when a team was bat- 
ting. Players brought lawn 
chairs to accomplish this. 

e There was no tagging out 
a player. All plays were consid- 


ered a force play. 

e Handshaking 
pumps wasn’t allowed. 

e Bats were wiped down and 
handled by the barrel. 

e New balls were frequently 
changed. 

e Spectators weren’t al- 
lowed initially, but later in 


and fist 


Submitted photos 
More than 170 players were 
able to be a part of the league 
in 2020. 


the season were allowed to 
watch the game from _ the 
parking lot. 

The Western Mass Relics 
are looking forward to the 2021 
season and welcome all new 
players. For further information 
go to their website: western- 
massrelics.org. 
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Rollback 
will ‘not 
affect winter 
sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 





REGION -— In a statement 
released last week by the Massa- 
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association, the rollback plan 
by Gov. Charlie Baker will not 
affect winter sports. 

Baker’s plan decreases ca- 
pacities in most businesses and 
other venues, as well as the in- 
door gathering size being shrunk 
to just 10 people. 

Because of COVID-19 surg- 
es that have occurred over the 
last two months, Baker has 
strengthened mask mandates, 
and scaled back business, and 
has established an attempt at a 
curfew by closing restaurants 
at 9:30, shutting down alcohol 
sales at the same time, and is- 
suing a stay-at-home advisory 
from 10 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

The advisory will likely af- 
fect game times for the winter 
season, but the sports that will 
be allowed for the winter sea- 
son will still go on despite the 
restrictions. It is also possible 
some of the restrictions will be 
lifted as the season goes on. 

Tara Bennett, director of 
communications for the MIAA, 
said the Massachusetts Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has been in touch with 
the MIAA regarding Baker’s 
rollback of the “re-opening” of 
Massachusetts. 

“The office (EEA) confirmed 
with the MIAA that Gov. Bak- 
er’s announcement on Dec. 22 
of rollbacks on certain sectors 
will not have an impact on high 
school athletics.” 

As a result of that confirma- 
tion, no further restrictions will 
be added to the EEA’s release of 
workplace safety and re-open- 
ing standards for businesses and 
other entities providing youth 
and adult amateur sports activi- 
ties. 

The EEA has been responsi- 
ble for issuing the guidance uti- 
lized by the MIAA to conduct 
sports safely during the corona- 
virus pandemic, which is hope- 
fully nearing its end. 

The EEA is_ mandating 
mask-wearing in all sport en- 
vironments where it is possible 
to wear masks. There will also 
be limitations to the numbers of 
players and personnel allowed 
at basketball courts and hockey 
rinks during the winter season. 
In order to reduce potential for 
crowds, there will be no win- 
ter tournaments. The pandemic 
cancelled the end of the winter 


Please see WINTER 
SPORTS, Page 10 
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Hall of Fame announces eligible candidates for the Class of 2021 


Hall of Fame Planning Iwo 
Separate Enshrinement 
Ceremonies in 20271 
Calendar Year 


SPRINGFIELD — The Naismith Me- 
morial Basketball Hall of Fame today 
announced the list of eligible candidates 
for the Class of 2021, including first-time 
nominees: Doug Collins, Michael Coo- 
per, Howard Garfinkel, Lou Henson, Paul 
Pierce, Val Ackerman, Yolanda Griffith 


and Lauren Jackson. 

Returning to the ballot are fan-favor- 
ite nominees Chauncey Billups, Chris 
Bosh, Richard Hamilton, Bob Huggins, 
Ben Wallace, Chris Webber, Jay Wright, 
Swin Cash and Becky Hammon among 
others. 

A first look at the list of eligible 
nominees was provided by The Jump on 
ESPN, hosted by Rachel Nichols, and 
Class of 2021 nominee Paul Pierce. A 
complete list of eligible candidates can 
be found attached. 

Following the Hall of Fame’s tradi- 


Pioneers to host Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW -— Western United Pioneers 
FC is excited to offer a soccer clinic in 
Pelham, MA for players in the Massa- 
chusetts North Region. The fall clinic 
provides off-season training and skill de- 
velopment by WUP FC coaches. There 
are two sessions available. sign up for 
one or both. It makes a great holiday gift 
for friends and family members. 

This program is offered to boys and 
girls born in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 
and 2014. The four-week program in- 
cludes one practice per week for a to- 
tal of $65 per session ($130 for 2 ses- 
sions). Sessions will consist of a max of 
15 players per field (COVID regulation 


for the players’ safety). 

SESSION 1: MONDAYS 1/11, 1/25, 
2/1, & 2/8 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 2014: 
Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, and 
2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 2/22, 3/1, 
3/8, & 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 2014: 
Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, and 
2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at Pelham 
Elementary School at 45 Amherst Road, 
Pelham, MA 01002. 


AHL season delayed to February 


SPRINGFIELD — American Hockey 
League President and CEO Scott How- 
son has announced that the league’s 
Board of Governors has approved mov- 
ing the anticipated start date of the 
2020-21 season to Feb. 5, 2021, due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 public health 
Crisis. 

The AHL continues to work with its 
member clubs to monitor developments 
and local guidelines in all 31 league cit- 


BOUS SOCCER from Page 9 


who could throw it far. You could create 
more scoring chances on more restarts 
with the kick-in. If the health situation 
is under control, I do think all the mod- 
ified rules will be changed back next 
season. 

Qualifying for the postseason tour- 
nament has become an annual event for 
the Ludlow boys’ soccer team. They’ve 
won a total of 18 state titles with the 
last one coming in 2018. Michael Tuck 
Jr. scored an overtime goal in that 
match giving the Lions a thrilling 1-0 
win over Wellesley. 

“The tournament is obviously al- 
ways the most fun time of the year,’ 
Kolodziey added. “So many great and 
exciting memories have been created 
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ies. Further details regarding the 2020- 
21 American Hockey League season are 
still to be determined. 

In operation since 1936, the AHL 
serves as the top development league for 
all 31 National Hockey League teams. 
Nearly 90 percent of today’s NHL play- 
ers are American Hockey League gradu- 
ates, and more than 100 honored mem- 
bers of the Hockey Hall of Fame spent 
time in the AHL in their careers. 


over the years. Every Ludlow youth 
player wants to be in the shoes the 
players and teams before them were 
in. The kids know the great history and 
want to add their own page to it.” 

Four of the players listed on this 
year’s roster were also members on the 
2018 state championship squad. 

The Lions, who lost to Longmead- 
ow in the Western Mass. Division 1 
finals a year ago, got into the win col- 
umn for the first time this fall by post- 
ing a 2-0 shutout home victory over 
East Longmeadow on October 15. 

Seniors Adam Lima and Sam Riley 
each scored a goal for the Lions in that 
contest. 

“All the wins are big in their own 
way, Kolodziey said. “The first win of 
the season was big because it gave us 
momentum and confidence in what we 
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tional timeline, Finalists from the North 
American and Women’s committee for 
the Class of 2021 will be announced in 
the timeframe of NBA All-Star Week- 
end, which is scheduled for early March. 
The entire Class of 2021, including those 
selected by the direct elect committees, 
will be unveiled in the timeframe of the 
NCAA Final Four scheduled for early 
April. Event details are forthcoming, and 
the announcement timeline is subject to 
change. 

The Class of 2021 Enshrinement 
ceremony is scheduled to take place in 


Springfield, Mass., in September 2021. 
As previously announced, the Class 
of 2020 Enshrinement ceremony has 
been rescheduled and relocated due to 
COVID-19 and is scheduled for May 13- 
15, 2021 at Mohegan Sun. 

Tickets for the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2020 
and 2021 Enshrinement ceremonies 
and various events surrounding the 
ceremonies will be on-sale at a later 
date. For the latest news and updates, 
follow @hoophall on Twitter and Ins- 
tagram. 


MIAA signs deal with University Orthopedics 


FRANKLIN — The Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(MIAA) has signed a multi-year part- 
nership with University Orthopedics to 
become an Official Orthopedics Provider 
of the MIAA. The partnership coincides 
with the Feb. 1 opening of University’s 
first Massachusetts location in Mansfield. 

The partnership will initially be fo- 
cused on the southeastern part of the 
state, with University Orthopedics sup- 
porting MIAA events taking place in 
Districts 7, 8 and 9. University will also 
serve as the Presenting Sponsor of all up- 
coming MIAA South Sectional Tourna- 
ments. 

“We are excited to partner with an 
organization like the MIAA that pro- 
vides such an important role in the lives 
of thousands of student athletes and their 


families. With our new location in Man- 
sfield, we look forward to serving these 
communities and growing our partner- 
ship in the years to come,” said Edward 
Akelman, MD, President of University 
Orthopedics. 

“The health and safety of our Associ- 
ation’s 230,000 student-athletes partici- 
pating at our 376 member schools is par- 
amount to our mission,” said Bill Gaine, 
Executive Director of the MIAA. “The 
opportunity to enhance that mantra with 
the expertise and support of University 
Orthopedics is a welcomed and valued 
gift.’ Through this partnership, Univer- 
sity will provide video content related to 
safe training methods, recovery and oth- 
er orthopedic health measures. The new 
UOI Facility is located at 10 Reservoir 
Street in Mansfield. 


Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports department has recently joined Instagram. You can 
find our account by searching “turleysports.’ We will regularly feature samples 


of photos that you will see in our publications on a weekly basis. Please follow 
and share with your friends and loved ones. We will be featuring photos from 
all 11 of our sports sections in the coming weeks, but as always, you can see all 
the photos that appear by subscribing to your local paper or picking up a copy in 


your community. 


were trying to do.” 

Ludlow outscored their final six op- 
ponents, 14-4. 

Two of those victories were against 
Minnechaug (2-0) and Longmeadow 
(3-2). 

The Lions also defeated East Long- 
meadow again and they also swept both 
meetings against the Chicopee Pacers. 
Their other win came at home against 
Chicopee Comp. 

Lima was one of the Lions senior 
captains, along with Cody Blackburn, 
Bugra Gokcek, Jacob Wadas. 

The other members of the senior 
class listed on the Lions varsity soccer 
roster are Nick Moore, Adam Makki- 
ya, Braeden Vermette, Mike Szewczyk, 
Jack Serafino, Cam Sanderson, Ethan 
Lapa, Jason Almeida, Colin Laneiro, 
Drew Woishnis, and Riley. 
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“This is another senior class that 
I have seen grow up and progress 
through the system,’ Kolodziey said. 
“All the seniors are good student-ath- 
letes and respectful young men.” 

Rounding out the Lions varsity 
squad are junior Devon Santos, junior 
Joe Quiterio, junior Burak Ibas, junior 
Gabe Simard, sophomore Sam Cocchi, 
sophomore Matt Mendez, sophomore 
Luis Chaves, sophomore Dru _ Fairt- 
horne, freshman Enzo Botta, and fresh- 
man Cole Bamford. 

“We will have a lot of talented play- 
ers returning next fall who gained a lot 
of experience this season,’ Kolodziey 
said. “They will have to stay on top of 
their game, however, as they will be 
challenged by many good players who 
played on our junior varsity and fresh- 
men teams.” 


WINTER SPORTS from Page 9 


state basketball tournament last March. There has not 
been an MIAA-sanctioned tournament game since that 
time, and it is unknown when there will be a tournament 
game, though the spring season is a definite possibility 
as a return to normalcy could be realized by June. 

Winter sports in Western Massachusetts are sup- 
posed to begin for most schools following the New 
Year’s holiday on Jan. 4. Games could begin on or 
around Jan. 14. Basketball, hockey, and swimming are 
supposed to take place with indoor track being moved to 
the bubble season and wrestling could potentially take 
place in the spring season. 
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OBITUARIES 





Germaine “Geri” Raymond, 96 


ATHOL — Germaine “Geri” 
Raymond, 96, passed away on 
Saturday, Dec.19, 2020, at Quabbin 
Valley Healthcare. 

Geri was born on May 
11,1924, in Springfield to the late 
Paul Gariepy and the late Alice 
(Vienneau) Gariepy. She lived most 
of her life in the Ware / Ludlow 
area and graduated from Ware 
High School in 1942. She moved to 
Athol in 2016 to be close to family. 

Geri also enjoyed dancing and spend- 
ing time with family and friends. She is 
survived by two sons: Philip Raymond Jr. 
and wife Janet of Kennett Square, Pa., and 
Bruce Raymond and wife Mary of Athol; 
Three grandchildren: Christopher and wife 
Denna of Greensboro, N.C.; Jennifer Devine 
and husband Ned of Royal Oak, Mich.; 
and Shelley Raymond and husband Keith 
Reinemann of Brunswick, Maine; five great 
granddaughters: Madeline Raymond of 
North Carolina; Evelyn, Lilian and Josephine 
of Michigan; June Retnemann of Maine and 
her companion Rudolph “Rudy” Krol. 

She was predeceased by her husband of 
56 years, Philip Raymond Sr., who passed in 





1999; her granddaughter, Karen 
Raymond Duguay, who passed in 
2016; a brother, Robert Gariepy, 
who passed during World War II; 
and two sisters, Lorriane Pasek 
and husband Henry; and Arlene 
Reed and husband Lewis; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Graveside services will be 
held in the spring at Island Pond 
Cemetery, Ludlow. 

To leave an online condolence, 
please visit mackfamilyfh.com. Fiske-Murphy 
& Mack Funeral Home in Orange is assisting 
with arrangements. 


DEATH NOTICE 


Roger W. Barbeau of Ludlow 
Died: Dec. 17, 2020 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 1s assist- 
ing the family. 


Germaine Raymond, 96 
Died: Dec. 19, 2020 
Services to be held at later date 


BBB warns of COVID-19 vaccine scams 


REGION - With United States 
and Canada approving a COVID-19 
vaccine, government officials expect 
scams to emerge as distribution be- 
gins. Watch out for everything from 
phony treatments to phishing mes- 
Sages. 

Government officials have al- 
ready been cracking down on phony 
COVID testing kits and treatments. 
Now, they are ramping up efforts to 
prevent the sale of fake vaccines. 

U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) is working with 
the drug companies developing the 
vaccines to stop the sale and distri- 
bution of phony versions. Also, the 
Federal Trade Commission issued 
warning letters to several companies 
claiming they had a product to cure 
or prevent the virus. 

Selling fake vaccines and oth- 
er treatments is likely only one of 
many ways scammers will try to 
cash in on the vaccine release. Watch 
out for phishing messages attempt- 
ing to trick you into sharing your 
passwords and personal information. 
Con artists have already imperson- 
ated the Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention (CDC) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
in phishing emails that claim to have 
news about the disease. BBB has 
also seen an increase in scams using 
robocalls to impersonate government 
officials. 

How to Spot a Coronavirus Vac- 
cine Con: 

Research carefully: Scammers 
are very creative, so be skeptical of 
anything that seems too good _ or 
crazy to be true. Double-check any 
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information about the vaccine with 
official news sources. And be aware 
that none of the vaccines can be cur- 
rently purchased online or in stores. 

Check with your doctor: If you 
want a vaccine early, reach out to 
your healthcare provider about your 
options. If you don’t have a primary 
care physician, check out the official 
website of your local health depart- 
ment for more information 

Ignore calls for immediate ac- 
tion. While you may want to be first 
in line for the vaccine, don’t let that 
sense of urgency cloud your judg- 
ment. Scammers try to get you to act 
before you think. Don’t fall for it. 

Think the link may be real? Dou- 
ble-check the URL. Scammers often 
buy official-looking URLs to use in 
their cons. Be careful that the link 
is really what it pretends to be. If 
the message alleges to come from 
the local government, make sure 
the URL ends in .gov (for the Unit- 
ed States) or .ca (for Canada). When 
in doubt, perform a separate Internet 
search for the website. 

For More Information 

Read more about coronavirus 
scams on the Federal Trade Com- 
mission’s website. Learn more about 
the disease at the CDC’s FAQ page. 
Also, the FDA is updating this page 
about its progress in developing a 
treatment for coronavirus. 

BBB has identified many ways 
in which scammers are cashing in 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn 
more about clinical trial scams, con- 
tact-tracing cons, counterfeit face- 
masks and government agency im- 
posters. 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 


the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 


notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 


funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


Email all 
notices to 


notices@turley.com 


LEGAL NOTICE: 

The Board of Selectmen 
opened the Warrant on 
December 22, 2020 for 
the May 10, 2021 Annual 
Town Meeting to be held 
at 7:30p.m. at the Ludlow 
High School. All Articles 
Should be submitted to 
the Board of Selectmen’s 
Office, 488 Chapin Street, 
Ludlow, MA no later than 
Friday, February 12, 2021 
at 4:30p.m. The Board of 
Selectmen will close the 
Warrant on March 2, 2021 at 
their regular meeting. 

Manuel D. Silva, Chairman 
Ludlow Board of Selectmen 
12/30/2020 


LUDLOW 
PLANNING BOARD 
LEGAL NOTICE 
SPECIAL PERMIT 
HOME OCCUPATION 

The Ludlow Planning 
Board will hold a pub- 
lic hearing in Ludlow Town 
Hall, Selectmen’s Conference 
Room on Thursday, January 
14, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. on 
the application of Jonathan 
Belanger of 50 Andrew 
Street, Ludlow, MA for: 
cleaning business. 

*COVID-19: Please be 
advised that by the Governor’s 
Order Suspending Certain 
Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L.c. 30A, 
§20, relating to the 2020 novel 
Coronavirus outbreak emer- 
gency, the January 14, 2021 





Sec 


MEMORIALS 


The Register | December 30 2020 | Page 11D 


PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


Ludlow Planning Board pub- 
lic hearing shall be physically 
closed to the public. 

Alternative public access 
to this hearing shall be provid- 
ed in the following manner: 

This hearing will be con- 
ducted via conference call. 
Anyone wishing to partici- 
pate remotely shall, as soon as 
reasonably possible, provide 
notice to the chair by contact- 
ing Doug Stefancik at (413) 
583-5624 X1281, Monday- 
Friday 8:30AM to 4:30PM or 
by e-mail at dstefancik @ lud- 
low.ma.us. 

The hearing will be 
available for viewing on 
cable access channel 191. 
Instructions for Live Stream 
via LCTV’s Website are avail- 
able on the home page of the 
Town’s Website. 

If for any reason this 
hearing is cancelled, it will 
be rescheduled to Thursday, 
January 28, 2021 at 7:00PM. 

Christopher Coelho 
Chairman 
12/30/2020, 01/06/2021 


LUDLOW PLANNING 
BOARD 
LEGAL NOTICE 
SPECIAL PERMIT 
HOME OCCUPATION 
The Ludlow Planning 
Board will hold a public hear- 
ing in Ludlow Town Hall, 
Selectmen’s Conference 
Room on Thursday, January 
14, 2021 at 7:05 p.m. on the 
application of Paul Sadowski 





of 114 Coolidge Avenue 
Ludlow, MA for: HVAC busi- 
ness. 

*COVID-19: Please be 
advised that by the Governor’s 
Order Suspending Certain 
Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L.c. 30A, 
§20, relating to the 2020 novel 
Coronavirus outbreak emer- 
gency, the January 14, 2021 
Ludlow Planning Board pub- 
lic hearing shall be physically 
closed to the public. 
Alternative public access to 
this hearing shall be provided 
in the following manner: 

This hearing will be con- 
ducted via conference call. 
Anyone wishing to partici- 
pate remotely shall, as soon as 
reasonably possible, provide 
notice to the chair by contact- 
ing Doug Stefancik at (413) 
583-5624 X1281, Monday- 
Friday 8:30AM to 4:30PM or 
by e-mail at dstefancik @lud- 
low.ma.us. 

The hearing will be 
available for viewing on 
cable access channel 191. 
Instructions for Live Stream 
via LCTV’s Website are avail- 
able on the home page of the 
Town’s Website. 

If for any reason this 
hearing is cancelled, it will 
be rescheduled to Thursday, 
January 28, 2021 at 7:05PM. 

Christopher Coelho 
Chairman 
12/30/2020, 01/06/2021 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


Cemetery Memorials ¢ Markers 
Granite Benches 
Religious Statuary ¢ Outdoor Display 


——— RAY HALUCH INC. —— 





haluchsmemorials.com 


1014 Center St | Ludlow, MA ! 583-6508 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well as 
spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 
always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 


this paid staff coverage. 


For more information on news or community features for The Ludlow Register, please email 


ludlowregister@turley.com. 





Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 





A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 





PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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DATEBOOK 


EVENTS: 


PETS AND PRINCESSES: Join the Hubbard 
Memorial Library 3:30-5:30 p.m. Dec. 31 for two 
fun, friendly hours of online gaming. This Roblox 
club features games like My Restaurant, Adopt 
Me, and Royale High, and will be run by the Hub- 
bard Library Youth Room. Join other players from 
the comfort of your own home! For ages 9-14. 
Register at hubbardlibrary.org. 


TEEN GAME NIGHT: Trivia and Mad Libs online 
with the Hubbard Memorial Library 6:30-8 p.m. 
Dec. 31. For ages 12 and older. You will need two 
different screens for this game night (like a lap- 
top and a Cell phone, for example), one for Zoom 
and one for game play. You don’t need a Jackbox 
Games account to play. Register at hubbardli- 
brary.org. 


GROW, PLAY AND LEARN: Come join the Hub- 
bard Memorial Library via Zoom 9:30-10 a.m. 
Jan. 7 for stories, songs and skill building, led by 
an Early Childhood Developmental trained staff 
member, guiding caregivers in strengthening 
interactions with their child. Program includes 
curriculum, Ages and Stages Questionnaire and 
resources to fit your child’s individual needs. For 


CHRIST THE KING CHURCH 
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow 
413-583-2630 

Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys 
Saturday Vigil Masses — 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday Masses — 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10.a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Mass — 5:30 p.m. 


IMMACUAATE CONCEPTION CHURCH 
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard, 
413-543-3627 
Pastor Rev. Jeffrey Ballou 
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. (closed on Wednesday) 
Saturday Vigil Mass—5:30 p.m. (English) 
Sunday Mass--10 a.m. (Polish/English) 
Monday through Saturday— 8 a.m. 
Vigil Mass for Holy Day of Obligation- 7 p.m. 
Holy Day of Obligation Masses— 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Confessions: Saturday—5 p.m.-5:20 p.m. 


OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 
438 Winsor St, Ludlow 
413-583-2312 
Father Vitor Oliveira 
Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p..m., closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Sunday Masses — 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 
11 a.m. (English) 

Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses — 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 
Tuesday and Friday Masses — 5:30 p.m. (Portuguese) 
Saturday Vigil Mass — 4 p.m. (English) 
First Saturday of the Month — 8:30 a.m. 
For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 


UNION CHURCH OF CHRIST 

(United Church of Christ) 
51 Center St., Ludlow 
413-583-5717 
Pastor: Rev. Jeffrey K. Erb 
Worship Service and Sunday School: Sunday, 10 a.m. 
(Fellowship hour following) 
Office Hours: Wednesday, 9 a.m. to noon 
Choir Practice: Sunday, 9 a.m. 


ages 18-36 months old. This Program sponsored 
by Pathways for Parents CFCE. 


ONGOING: 


H.O.P.E. RECOVERY GROUP: Having Our Path- 
ways Encouraged meetings are for those who 
have experience with addictions, grief, anxiety 
and depression, (including anxiety and depres- 
sion due to COVID-19) and for loved ones who 
might need help in their recovery. This group 
is also for those who can help lead others in 
their recovery by example. This meeting in no 
way replaces professional therapies. It is a 
time for sharing strength, encouragement and 
hope. No fees. Bring your own non-alcoholic 
beverage. Pre-packaged snacks are available. 
Small group structure based in basic Christian 
principles, concept, purposes and confidential- 
ity. COVID-19 guidelines are observed. Masks 
required. 6:30-8 p.m. every Monday at Fellow- 
ship Hall in Faith Community Chapel, 485 East 
Street in Ludlow. Parking lot behind Chapel. 
Fellowship Hall entrance at back of Chapel. 
Seating is limited. To reserve yours, call 413- 
519-4591. 


WESTERN MASS RELICS SENIOR SOFTBALL 
LEAGUE. Slow pitch with two divisions (50-plus 


FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL 
485 EAST ST. LUDLOW, MA 01056 
413-583-7875 
www.faithcommunitychapel.org 
email: faithcommunitychapel8@gmail.com 
Pastor Jon P. Scott 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 11 a.m. 
Sunday Services: 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 a.m. Fellowship with coffee and donuts 
11 a.m. Worship Service 
See Faith Community Chapel Facebook for updates. 
Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Ludlow Christian Fellowship 
Bible Study: Hank Bastos, Leader 
Call: 413-348-6487 for more information 


THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 
584 West St, Ludlow 
413-583-8454 
S Sunday services 
Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M. 
Sunday school for adults, Young single adults( 18-30) 
and teens ( 11-18 )- 1st & 3rd Sunday of 
the month from 11-12 noon 
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Women- 
2nd & 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon 
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Men- 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon 
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month -11- 12 noon 
Classes for Young Men( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month 11-12 noon 
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month - 11-12 noon 
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 
every Sunday( 3-10) 11-12 noon 
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr 


ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH 
95 BERKSHIRE STREET 
INDIAN ORCHARD, MA 01151 
413-543-4204 
Pastors Nick and Karen Munn 
In-person Sunday Worship at 10am, or 
Live stream from our website 
See www.orchardcovenant.org for more information. 


and 65-plus). All games played at the Ludlow Fish 
& Game Club from May to Labor Day. Registration 
forms and information available at wmassrelics. 
com. 


QUABBIN VALLEY TWIRLERS If you missed 
the first lessons in the fall, now is the time to 
give yourself a gift of dancing enjoyment for the 
coming holiday time. Do you want some exer- 
cise, mental acuity, and lots of fun with great 
people? Try our national folk dance, square danc- 
ing with the Quabbin Valley Twirlers. They dance 
in Belchertown and Ludlow with Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings available. For more informa- 
tion, call Gloria or Fran at 413-467-3352. 


BIBLE STUDY: A weekly Bible study led 
by Ludlow resident Hank Bastos takes place 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. at 485 East St., Ludlow. 
Call 413-348-6487 for more information. 

SHARE YOUR SIGHT. Volunteer to read, shop 
or walk with a blind or vision impaired person in 
your community. Call the Massachusetts Associa- 
tion for the Blind and Visually Impaired at 1-888- 
613-2777 for details. 


Editor’s note: As towns, schools and clubs 
continue to assess the threat posed by corona- 
virus, many are making the decision to cancel or 


Chiwech, DIRECTORY 


FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW 
859 Center St. 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-583-3339 
Reverend Donald 
Fenestre-Marek , Pastor 
Sunday Services 9 am 
Website: www.ludlowfirst.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow/ 


STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
45 Newbury St. 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
Phone: 413-583-2140 
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip 
Liturgy schedule: 
Wednesday 8:30 a.m. 
Friday 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday 8 a.m 


ST. ELIZABETH PARISH 
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow 
413-583-3467 
Pastor — Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin 
In Residence — Rev. Norman Bolton 
Deacons, Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies 

Office Hours — Monday — Friday 8:00am — 4:00pm 

Visit our website at www.stelizabethludlow.org 

Like us on Facebook Follow us on Instagram 


Wednesday, Dec. 30, 2020 — Daily Mass — 7:30 a.m. — 


(C), 6:30 p.m., Scouts — (FLBH/ER) 
Thursday, Dec. 31, 2020 — Daily Mass — 7:30 a.m. — 
(C), New Year’s Eve Mass - 4 p.m. (C), 


Friday, Jan. 2, 2021—New Year’s Day Mass — 9:15 a.m. 


- (C), Mass -11 a.m..—(C) 
Saturday, Jan. 3, 2021 — (JR), Confessions — 2 p.m. — 
(JR), Mass — 4 p.m. — (C 
Sunday, Jan. 4, 2021 — Mass — 7:30 a.m., Mass 
— 9:15 a.m. Mass — (C), 11 a.m., Mass — (C), 5 p.m.- 
Mass - (C) 
Monday, Jan. 5, 2021 — Daily Mass — 7:30 a.m. — (C), 
Tuesday, Jan. 6, 2021 —-Mass — 7:30 a.m. — (C) 


postpone their public events, often with little no- 
tice. 

The Register will inform readers about can- 
cellations when known and when the newspa- 
pers weekly deadline will permit, but readers 
should be aware of the possibility that events fea- 
tured in the printed newspaper, including those 
previewed in stories, briefs and on the calendar 
page, may be canceled without enough notice to 
print an update. The Register encourages readers 
to contact event coordinators and organizers to 
confirm that it is still taking place before attend- 


ing. 


TRIPS: 


The following trips are being offered by Jim 
Martin: 

In 2021: Sicily (Apr. 17-26); Portugal with the 
Azores & Madeira (May 22-June 3); Vermont (July 
26-29); L.A., San Diego & Palm Springs, (Sept. 
8-15); and South Africa with Safaris (Oct. 14-26 
& Oct. 26-Nov. 7). 

In 2022: Danube River Cruise with the 
Oberammergau Passion Play (May 16-26). 

For more information, call (413) 583-6339 or 
email jamesilmartin4d7@gmail.com. 


Apply online for ‘21 Horace 
Smith scholarships; Virtual 
meetings in January 


The Horace Smith Fund, now in its 
121st year, has scholarship and fellow- 
ship money available for graduates of 
Hampden County public and private high 
schools. Two online information meet- 
ings are scheduled for Monday, Jan. 11 at 
7 p.m. and Sunday, Jan. 24 at 2 p.m. for 
parents and students 

To secure an invitation to attend, 
email info@HoraceSmithFund.org. 

Each session is about 40 minutes long 
and will include a question-and-answer 
period. 

Scholarships awards of $12,000 are 
distributed as $3,000 annually and renew- 
able each year until graduation. Fellow- 
ship awards of $15,000 are distributed as 
$5,000 annually and renewable for two 
additional years. Students must maintain 
at least a B average in college. 

Recipients are selected on a variety of 
criteria, including financial need, cumu- 
lative graduating GPA, extra-curricular 
activities, recommendations, and college 
entrance exam scores, if applicable. Of 
great importance is a personal written 
account of why the student feels deserv- 
ing of financial assistance. Additionally, 
fellowship applicants must also submit 
their GRE or degree-specific test scores, 
if applicable. All recipients must be full- 
time students and residents of Hampden 
County. 

Last year, $297,000 was awarded to 
24 individuals. Scholarships were given 
to 18 graduating seniors from Hampden 
County high schools. Three scholarships 
were also awarded to current college stu- 
dents to assist them in completing their 
undergraduate degrees. Three fellow- 
ships were given to college graduates pur- 
suing graduate degrees, who had graduat- 
ed from Hampden County high schools. 

Completed applications must be re- 
ceived either electronically or by mail to 
The Horace Smith Fund at 16 Union Ave- 
nue, Suite 2K, Westfield, MA 01085 no lat- 
er than March 15, 2021. Applications are 
available online at HoraceSmithFund.org or 
by phoning the office at 413-739-4222. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 


“birth 


© 
<O) announcements 


announcements 


encasement 


Wwww.newspapers.turley.com 
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BBB offers tips for buying home gym equipment 


As the COVID-19 outbreak 
continues, many consumers 
are finding ways to work out 
at home instead of going to the 
gym. Setting up a home gym 
iS a great way to stay in shape 
without coming into contact 
with others, but the equipment 
can be costly. What do you need 
to know to make good purchas- 
ing decisions and stay within 
budget? The following tips will 
help: 

How to Choose and Purchase 

Home Gym Equipment 

Consider your physical 
needs. Start with your fitness 
needs and goals. Any equipment 
you buy should match up with 
your objectives and interests - 
otherwise you may not use the 
equipment after the initial ex- 
citement wears off. If you have 
any existing health conditions, 
such as heart disease, arthritis, 
or a back injury, be sure 
to check with your doctor 
about what kind of exercis- 
es and equipment are safe 
for you to use. 

Set a budget. With such 
a huge variety of home gym 
equipment on the market, 
you can set up an effective 
home gym on just about 
any budget. Review your 
budget and see how much 
you can afford to spend on 
home gym equipment, fac- 
toring in the money you'll 
save if you terminate your 
gym membership. The Na- 
tional Academy of Sports 
Medicine and Consumer 
Reports have useful guides 
that can help you choose 
the right equipment for 


your specific budgeted 
amount. 
Measure your space. 


Another consideration that 
will affect your purchasing 
decision is how much space 
you have to dedicate to 
your home gym. Measure 
your space carefully to see 
if specific pieces of equip- 
ment will fit. Don’t forget 
to measure any entryways 
the equipment must fit 
through to reach your home 
gym space as well. 

Read consumer reviews. 
Once you’ve found a piece 
of equipment that match- 
es your fitness objectives, 
is within your budget, and 
physically fits in your des- 
ignated space, it’s time to 
start reading reviews. Read 
multiple reviews from sev- 
eral retailers and pay close 


Support 
the local 
businesses 
that support 
your local 


newspaper. 
Let them 
know you 


saw their ad 
in the 


Ludlow 
Register 


attention to any comments about 
the quality of the equipment and 
the experience with the retail- 
er. Reference these comments 
when making a final purchasing 
decision. 

Beware of “get fit quick” 
solutions. Don’t give in to the 
temptation to buy equipment 
that promises miraculous re- 
sults. Maintaining physical 
health is a long-term endeavor 
that will require effort. If a sell- 
er says their equipment will get 
you in shape with little to no 
effort, a healthy dose of skepti- 
cism 1s advised. 

If possible, test equipment 
before you buy. The American 
Academy of Orthopaedic Sur- 
geons recommends wearing ex- 
ercise clothes and athletic shoes 
to try out exercise equipment 
before you buy it. Many brick 
and mortar stores have display 


equipment you can try before 
you make a purchase. Make 
sure you can operate and feel 
comfortable using any equip- 
ment you plan on adding to your 
home gym. 

Compare prices. Since ex- 
ercise equipment is often sold 
by multiple retailers, compare 
prices between sporting goods 
stores and manufacturers. You 
may be able to find the same 
product for a lower price at a 
different store. You can also 
consider purchasing used equip- 
ment, but proceed with caution. 
Most second-hand equipment is 
purchased “as-is,” and sales are 
often final with no option to re- 
turn. 

Understand delivery  op- 
tions. When purchasing large 
home gym equipment like 
treadmills or weight machines, 
find out how you will get the 


equipment from the store to 
your home. Read carefully or 
talk directly to a sales repre- 
sentative to find out how much 
shipping costs, what delivery 
fees you can expect to pay, and 
whether or not the delivery per- 
son will set up the equipment 
for you. 

Inquire about fitness equip- 
ment returns, refund policies, 
and warranties. New home gym 
equipment usually comes with 
a guarantee or warranty pro- 
gram, but some retailers may 
have altered these due to the 
pandemic. Retailers may now 
have special restrictions for 
delivery and returns so before 
placing an order, find out if a 
retailer has a return policy, if 
refunds are available and how 
they are issued, what the return 
process is, who pays for return 
shipping, how much it costs for 
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447 Center Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 
Tel/Fax 413.583.4219 


www.LudlowAutoSales.com 


Everything We Do Is Driven 
By You Since 1987 


33 Years of Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles 


In House Financing With No Money 
Down and Low Rates 


Free Motor Vehicle and Insurance Service 
Trade-Ins Accepted 


All Our Vehicles Are Carfax Certified 
and Guaranteed to Never Have Had 
Prior Accidents 






























_— 


CANCEL x} 


ADVANTAGE” 
— DEALER 


AN oye) MM mele 
mice mele 
Our Website 


heavy gym equipment, and if 
you will be charged a restock- 
ing fee. 

Inspect equipment before 
purchasing or upon delivery. 
Before you take equipment 
home, make sure it is in perfect 
condition with no defects. The 
same goes for receiving a deliv- 
ery. If you notice the equipment 
is missing pieces or damage, 
you aren’t obligated to accept it. 

Understand in-store financ- 
ing before you agree to it. If a 
store offers you in-house fi- 
nancing for larger equipment 
purchases, read the financing 
plan carefully. Find out how 
long the financing lasts, how 
much interest you will pay, and 
whether there is a fee to pay 
the balance in full early. If a re- 
tailer offers you a rent-to-own 
plan, read the FTC’s advice on 
renting to own. 


PIZZA CORNER 


Beer ¢ Wine ¢ Pizza 
e Grinders ¢ Spaghetti 
e Salads 
HOURS: 


Tuesday-Saturday 11 am-9 pm 
Closed Sunday & Monday 


70 East St., Ludlow MA 
583-3088 


Steaverls 


, y e Flowers Gifts 


¢ Collectibles © Gourmet 


Linda Metayer/Ted Metayer, Jr. 
F Owners/Designers 


CG 64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 
, (413) 547-6164 ¢ (888) 248-1901 


; theodoremetayer@yahoo.com 
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com 


REPAIRS PAINTING ¢ WELDING 
GLASS ¢ INSTALLATION 


239 Hubbard St., Ludlow 
083-4026 


3 
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debnunes@alegriadance-com 
Live - Lougly - Love 


Dance willy us 


LUDLOW 


447 Center St., Ludlow 
Tel/Fax 413.583.4219 


e 33 Years of Quality 
Pre-Owned Vehicles 


e In House Financing With 
No Money Down and 
Low Rates 


e Free Motor Vehicle and 
Insurance Service 


e Trade-Ins Accepted 
e All Our Vehicles Are 
Carfax Certified and 


Guaranteed to Never 
Have Had Prior Accidents 


Apply For 
Financing On 
Our Website 


www.LudlowAutoSales.com 
Everything We Do Is 
Driven By You Since 1987 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS IF SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run community- 
papersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, includ- 
ing a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 












AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2**xxxk*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheaper 
than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL aitics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint 
- Classroom instructor, 20+ years 
experience. Call Walt at (413)289- 
6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. Tap- 
ing & complete finishing. All ceiling 
textures. Fully insured. Jason at 
Great Walls. (413)563-0487 





Call us at 413.283.8393 





SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





Gain 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 


DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 
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DEADLINES: 


the Suburban Residential ZONE 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 
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Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 


for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 









BELCHERTOWN 









HUBBARDSTON 





NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


PALMER 





WALES { HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 






¢ WILBRAHAM 
WEST 


SPRINGFIELD 





HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


GOT JUNK? Then you should call 
21st Century Sanford and Son scrap 
metal removal service. Fast, reliable, 
dependable, friendly and Free remov- 
al of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 





AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 








Base Price lase‘Price Base Price Base Price Add $10 for a second Zone Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
$34.50 $35.00 $35.50 $36.00! Of add $ 15 to run in Now: 1-888-513-1505. 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price eS i S$SSSSSSSSSS$ 
F S = 
Address: Add a second ZONE _*10.00___ Run my ad in the Get cash for aS iS 
: ; —— : S following ZONE(s): 

Town: State: Zi: Add a third ZONE 5,00 unwanted autos 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal e Cars/trucks 
Credit Card: MasterCard UVISA 4 Discover 4 Cash I Check# x Number of Weeks e Free towing 
Card #: Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed e All ma kes 
Amount of charge: Date: e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





As a new year nears, some 
investment lessons from 2020 


As the year draws to a close, 
it’s fair to say that we’ve all 
learned something about the so- 
cial, political, physical and envi- 
ronmental forces that have affect- 
ed everyone. And, in some ways, 
our lives will be changed, perhaps 
permanently. But as an investor, 
what lessons can you learn from 
20207 

Here are some to consider: 

The markets look ahead. 
Something many investors dis- 
covered in 2020 is ivestment pric- 
es don’t always move in the same 
direction as the overall economy. 
This might not have seemed ap- 
parent right after the COVID-19 
pandemic struck in mid-February, 
as the overall economy and the 
stock market took big hits. But 
just about five weeks later, the 
markets began a rally that lasted 
several months. During this time, 
the economy also recovered some- 
what, but still remains on weak 
footing. What can explain this 
discrepancy between the markets 
and economic activity? Essential- 
ly, economic numbers, such as 
the unemployment rate and gross 
domestic product (GDP), reflect 
what’s happening today, but the 
markets are always looking toward 
tomorrow, which means they are 
anticipating a stronger economic 


recovery and the results that come 
with it, such as greater corporate 
earnings in 2021. No one can say 
for sure what the future holds, but 
you can usually know the market’s 
opinion by its performance. 

Opportunities will always exist 
for investors. Although the coro- 
navirus seems unprecedented, the 
equity markets have rebounded 
from many crises before it. From 
war to global financial meltdowns, 
the market has seen it all. But even 
at the height of these events, when 
the markets might be most affect- 
ed, individual segments or indus- 
tries can do well. For example, 
in the current environment, when 
many people have been forced to 
work and shop from home, and 
get their entertainment online, it’s 
probably not surprising that some 
parts of the technology sector have 
seen their economic activity grow, 
along with their stock prices. 
Here’s the key point: Investment 
Opportunities always exist, espe- 
cially in times of market stress — 
and smart investors will find them 
and incorporate them into their 
portfolios in a way that’s appro- 
priate for their goals and risk tol- 
erance. 

Patience and discipline can pay 
dividends. As mentioned above, 
the stock market dropped sharply 


in the weeks immediately follow- 
ing the pandemic, but then gained 
steadily for months afterward. In- 
vestors who tried to “cut losses” 
and exited the market likely did so 
at the wrong time and missed out 
on the beginning of the upturn. 
Unfortunately, this is not uncom- 
mon; Investors who overreact to 
market declines often find them- 
selves on the investment sidelines 
just when a new rally begins. 
Rather than being reactive in this 
way, you may be better off stick- 
ing with a long-term investment 
strategy, and buying and selling 
investments only when it makes 
sense for your situation, such as 
when you need to diversify your 
portfolio. 

For many reasons, it’s unlike- 
ly that we’ll see anything exactly 
like 2020 again. But some of the 
investment lessons we learned are 
applicable in every year, so keep 
them in mind for 2021 and be- 
yond. 

This article was written by Ed- 
ward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor, 
Ludlow branch team Steven A. 
Crespo and Jackie Czepiel. Their 
office is located at 658 Center 
Street in Ludlow. Call 413-547- 
6048 or email steven.crespo@ ed- 
wardjones.com. 


Piano artist releases first songbook 


Sheet music book was 
35 years in the making 


AMHERST — When Dan Ken- 
nedy released his “Best of Solo 
Piano, 2007-2018” he technically 
became an author. But that’s not 
why he wanted to write books, it 
was in order to notate his own pi- 
ano music and make it available to 
others. 

“T admittedly have been very 
sluggish to put out the sheet mu- 
sic,’ said Kennedy. “These edi- 
tions represent the absolute heart 
and soul of who I am and what I 
believe. I really want to get these 
books into the hands of those who 


dare to play the piano.” 
The “Best of Solo Piano, 
2007-2018” is available four 


ways, as coil bound books on 
cream paper, as a downloadable 
version; both either as album 
versions, or adapted easy piano 
versions. There is also a compan- 
ion CD out containing matching 
17 tracks whose dates go back to 


BUSINESS 


1985, and whose dates of record- 
ing harken back to 2007. 

As someone who has _per- 
formed in 21 U.S. states and Can- 
ada, Kennedy harkens back to 
the Romantic Era of 1830s Ger- 
many when piano students were 
required to include an improvisa- 
tion in their home concerts. With 
a style sometimes described as 
“Classical Crossover,’ Kennedy is 
a contemporary solo pianist, clas- 
sically trained at Oberlin Conser- 
vatory and New England Conser- 
vatory. 

“IT was actually a [Music] 
Composition major, and when I 
wasn’t doing my theory home- 
work I often signed up to play at 
the campus coffeehouse to try out 
some brand-new piano music,” he 
said. 

Kennedy recently garnered 
his first international award. An- 
nounced in Montréal by the En- 
lightened Piano Radio, the pres- 
tigious 2019 Album of the Year 
award went to the composer-pia- 
nist’s fourth studio album, Moun- 


tains Made of Shadow, Anthems 
Made of Light (Mt. Pollux Mu- 
sic). That album also went to #5 
on Gaia Prime Radio’s Best Con- 
temporary Instrumental Albums of 
2018. 

With 24 years experience, 
Kennedy teaches piano and the- 
ory/composition at his home stu- 
dio in South Amherst. His young 
composers have attended Harvard, 
Amherst College, Berklee, Yale, 
and BUTI (the junior division of 
Tanglewood.) He has also served 
as Artist-in-Residence in the Deer 
Park, WA Public Schools. 

“Not every student wants to 
compose, but many do. My job 
when I teach Composition is to 
‘allow’ the music, not discourage 
it. I dwell in possibility,’ Kennedy 
said. 

Kennedy’s “Best of Solo Pi- 
ano, 2007-2018 songbooks” are 
available for direct purchase from 
the composer’s website (www. 
dankennedy.us), as well as at 
Sheet Music Plus, Amazon. 





Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for The Ludlow Register, please email ludlowregister@ 


turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 








AUTO FOR SALE 


MUST SELL 2008 SUBARU LEGA- 
CY 131,000 Miles, New Brakes, Tires 
are Good, Runs Very Well $3000 Call 
(413) 534-5188 after 4pm 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 





GROUNDSKEEPER/CUSTODI- 
AN Ludlow Housing Authority is hir- 
ing a full-time employee. Applicants 
must be knowable and have abilities 
in grounds keeping, including mow- 
ers, tractors, trimmers, snow removal, 
plows, snow blowers, general cleaning 
and minor repairs. Applicants must be 
legally eligible to operate above listed 
machinery. Valid Driver's License and 
CORI are required. Resumes can be 
mailed to Ludlow Housing Authority, 
114 Wilson Street, Ludlow, MA 01056. 
Resume cut-off date is 12:01 pm on 
January 18, 2021. Ludlow Housing is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


TOWN OF PALMER 
TRUCK DRIVER LABORER - 
OPERATIONS DIVISION 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. The 
Town of Palmer is accepting applica- 
tions for Full Time Truck Driver - Labor- 
er in the Department of Public Works 
Operations Division. We are seeking 
an experienced, self-motivated indi- 
vidual with public works knowledge 
to become part of our operations di- 
vision. A High School Diploma, Class 
B Massachusetts Driver’s License with 
air-brakes endorsement is required. A 
Massachusetts Hoister’s License is fa- 
vorable. This is a union position with 
an attractive starting salary, vacation, 
sick and personal time. Please forward 
resume to 4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069 or email rmcnutt@ townof- 

palmer.com 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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American Red Cross urges blood donation 


December may be the sea- 
son of giving, but it’s typically 
a challenging time to collect 
enough blood donations. Add 
in a pandemic and this year 
could be even tougher than 
usual. That’s why the Ameri- 
can Red Cross is urging those 
who are feeling well to give the 
gift of life by donating blood 
or platelets this holiday season. 

The need for blood doesn’t 





stop for holidays. Between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
more than 1 million blood 
transfusions will be given in 
the United States. Donations 
of all blood types are needed to 
ensure hospital shelves remain 
stocked to meet patient blood 
needs. 

Donor may make an ap- 
pointment to give blood, plate- 
lets or plasma with the Red 
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Tell Us What 
You Think 


share your thoughts and suggestions 





with our staff and your fellow readers. 
Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback! 


The Register 
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CANNABIS WITH CONFIDENCE 


www.register.turley.com 
elinscott@turley.com ¢ 413.283.8393 


425 Main St Suite B, Oxford 


Medical/Adult Use 


124 West St, Ware 
Adult Use 


Visit us at 
Curaleaf.com 
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Cross by downloading _ the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visiting | RedCrossBlood.org, 
calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1- 
800-733-2767) or enabling the 
Blood Donor Skill on any AI- 
exa Echo device. 

To encourage donations 
this holiday season, those who 
come to donate blood, plate- 
lets or plasma with the Red 
Cross from Dec. 18 to Jan. 4 
will receive a_ long-sleeved 
Red Cross T-shirt, while sup- 
plies last. 

As COVID-19 hospitaliza- 
tions increase, hospital demand 
for convalescent plasma _ has 
also grown. COVID-19 con- 
valescent plasma is a type of 
blood donation given by those 
who’ve recovered from _ this 
coronavirus. Their plasma con- 
tains antibodies that may help 
patients actively fighting the 
virus. Learn more about con- 
valescent plasma and sign up 
to give at RedCrossBlood.org/ 
Plasma4COVID. 

The Red Cross is testing 
blood, platelet and plasma do- 
nations for COVID-19 anti- 
bodies. The test may indicate 
if the donor’s immune system 
has produced antibodies to 
this coronavirus, regardless of 
whether an individual devel- 
oped COVID-19 symptoms. 
Red Cross antibody tests will 
be helpful to identify indi- 
viduals who have COVID-19 
antibodies and may now help 
current coronavirus patients 
in need of convalescent plas- 
ma transfusions. Convalescent 
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plasma is a type of blood dona- 
tion collected from COVID-19 
survivors that have antibodies 
that may help patients who are 
actively fighting the virus. 

COVID-19 antibody _ test 
results will be available within 
one to two weeks in the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App or do- 
nor portal at RedCrossBlood. 
org. A positive antibody test 
result does not confirm infec- 
tion or immunity. The Red 
Cross is not testing donors to 
diagnose illness, referred to as 
a diagnostic test. To protect the 
health and safety of Red Cross 
staff and donors, it is import- 
ant that individuals who do not 
feel well or believe they may 
be ill with COVID-19 postpone 
donation. 

Each Red Cross blood drive 
and donation center follows 
the highest standards of safe- 
ty and infection control, and 
additional precautions includ- 
ing temperature checks, social 
distancing and face coverings 
for donors and staff have been 
implemented to help protect 
the health of all those in at- 
tendance. Donors are asked to 
schedule an appointment prior 
to arriving at the drive and are 
required to wear a face cover- 
ing or mask while at the drive, 
in alignment with Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
public guidance. 

Upcoming blood donation 
opportunities now to Jan. 4 at 
the Worcester Blood Dona- 
tion Center, 381 Plantation St, 
Worcester. They include: Dec. 


30 from noon-7:15 p.m.; Dec. 
24, Dec. 26, Dec. 27, Dec. 31, 
Jan. 2, 2021 and Jan. 3, 2021 
from 8:15 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.; 
Dec., 28 and 29 from noon to 
7:30 p.m.; Jan. 1, 2021 from 
8:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Jan. 
4, 2021 from noon to 7:30 p.m. 

Simply download the Amer- 
ican Red Cross Blood Donor 
App, visit RedCrossBlood. 
org, call 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) or enable 
the Blood Donor Skill on any 
Alexa Echo device to make 
an appointment or for more 
information. All blood types 
are needed to ensure a reliable 
supply for patients. A blood 
donor card or driver’s license 
or two other forms of identifi- 
cation are required at check-in. 
Individuals who are 17 years 
of age in most states (16 with 
parental consent where allowed 
by state law), weigh at least 
110 pounds and are in general- 
ly good health may be eligible 
to donate blood. High school 
students and other donors 18 
years of age and younger also 
have to meet certain height and 
weight requirements. 

Blood and platelet donors 
can save time at their next do- 
nation by using RapidPass® 
to complete their pre-dona- 
tion reading and health history 
questionnaire online, on the 
day of their donation, before 
arriving at the blood drive. To 
get started, follow the instruc- 
tions at RedCrossBlood.org/ 
RapidPass or use the Blood 
Donor App. 


CONC 


Please Consume Responsibly, Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is 
limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 911. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 





